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A 


general view 

OF THE 

AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE. 


T H E trade carried on for flaves to the 
coaft of Africa, for the purpofe of 
Applying our Weft Indian Iflands, may be 
confidered in two principal points of view, 
viz. 

I. With respect to its justice or 

INIQUITY. 

II. With respect to its political 

ADVANTAGES, OR DISADVANTAGES TO 
THIS COUNTRY. 

I. 

On the iniquityof theslave-trade. 

A 4 The 
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The wickednefs and injuftice of this 
trade will evidently appear from the con- 
fideration of the following maxims, which 
are of univerfal import, and have been at- 
fented to by all rational men in all ages. 

i ft. All men have by nature, an equal 
right to the enjoyment of perfonal liberty 
and fecurity. 

2d. No man can be deprived of this 
right, unlefs it be forfeited by offences 
againft that fociety to w T hich he has po- 
litively or virtually acceded. 

3d. No title to the perpetual fervitude 
of another can be fupported by purchafe ; 
for the origin being unjuft, the right can¬ 
not be validated by transfer. 

Such are the firft laws of fociety, as or¬ 
dained by God, and colle&ed from the na¬ 
ture of man ; the violation of which places 

the 
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the offender in the light of a criminal, and 
gives to the oppreffed the right of ultimate 
refinance *. 

The flave-trade to the coaft of Africa, is 
a direct infringement of thefe laws; and be- 
lides the immediate offence of depriving ail 
individual of his natural and unalienable 
rights, includes and involves in it the fol¬ 
lowing violations of moral and political 
duties : 

1. The murder of the flaves, by impro¬ 
per treatment, change of climate, ex¬ 
treme labour, or wanton cruelty. 

2. A perpetual fraud of the whole la¬ 
bour of life. 

3. A deprivation of the pleafures of do- 
meftic intercourfe, thereby counteracting, 

* For wherever any two men are, who have no 
(landing rule, and common judge to appeal to on earth 
for the determination of controverfies of right betwixt 
them, there they are Jiill in the ftate of nature, 

Locke on Civ. Gov. c. 7, fee. 91. 

B 2 as 
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as much as poflible, the natural propenfity 
to the propagation of the fpecies. 

4. The impofition of fevere and frequent 
punifhments, even to dlfmemberment and 
mutilation, under laws to which the {lave 
never aflented; and for nominal crimes of 
which, from the nature of his fituation, he 
cannot be guilty ; his flavery being invo¬ 
luntary, and there being no laws in com¬ 
mon between him and his matter. 

If, from confidering the nature of the 
crime, we look at the extent to which it 
has been carried, we {hail find that on the 
loweft computation 80,000 men are an¬ 
nually deftroyed in the Weft Indian Iflands, 
as will appear by attending; to the follow, 
ing fails : 

1. The human kind have a tendency to 
increafe in population, when tolerably 
accommodated with the neceflaries of life. 

2. The negroes are remarkably prolific 

ia 
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in their own country, as is evident fit)m. 
the numbers continually Ar&wn? from 
thence by the flave-fcrade# 

3. It requires annually d fupply of 
80,000 negroes in the Weft Indian fettle* 
ments, to keep up the numbers requifite 
for cultivation of the land- 
Frorti which premifes it follows, that 
inftead of increafing in number, as would 
be the cafo under tolerable advantages, 
80,000 negroes annually are unnaturally- 
and prematurely deprived of exiftence. 

In order to procure 80,000 {laves in thci 
Weft Indian Iflands, upwards of 100,000 
are yearly exported from Africa, of whom 
between ao and 30,000 generally die in 
the paffage. 

From the means tifed in procuring (laves* 
it is certain that the procuring 100,000 
negroes b attended, on the coaft of Africa, 
with an immenfe deftrudiloii of the human 
fpecies. 


In 
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In the fight of God, and in the judg¬ 
ment of dtfpafiionate reafon, thefe crimes 
are all chargeable upon the pra&ifers and 
abettors of the African flave-trade. 

In juftice howevertofuch perfons ashave 
been engaged in this traffic, it raull be ac¬ 
knowledged, that the criminality of it 
ought not to be imputed exclufively to any 
particular body of men ; but ought to be 
confidered as affe&ing at the fame time, 
the government which has tolerated and 
approved fuch trade, and the nation which 
has folong filently acquiefced under it.To 
endeavour to throw the reproach of na¬ 
tional mifeondudfc upon thofe individuals, 
who, from a variety of circumftances, and 
perhaps without peculiar depravity, may 
have been induced to become the more 
immediate inftruments of it, feems there¬ 
fore to be not only illiberal, but unjuft. 

II. ON 
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I. 

ON THE ADVANTAGES AND DISAD¬ 
VANTAGES OF THE SLAVE-TRADE, POLI¬ 
TICALLY CONSIDERED. 

The profperity of a nation confifts: 

I. In the Jlrength and refources of the fate . 

II In the opulence and happinefs of indU 
viduals. 


I. 

The ftrength of a ftate depends : 

I. On the number and courage of its inha - 
bit ants. 

II. On the flourijhing fate of its manufac¬ 
tures, commerce, and agriculture. 

III. On the amount of its revenues. 

It will be proper then to confider how 
far thefe requifites are affefted by the 
African trade. 

I. It 
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I. It is a fa& which can admit of no 
dispute, that the number of inhabitants of 
this country has been confiderably diqair- 
nifhed by the flave^trade, which occafipps 
a certain annual lofs of 1000 or 1500 fea- 
men—a clafs of men who have been 
always regarded as the bulwark of the 
Aate. 

The lofs of 20 or 30,000 men in a period 
of twenty years, including the lofs of their 
probable defendants, makes a confidera- 
ble difference in the population of thefe 
kingdoms. 

For the Jofs of thefe lives, the pply 
eompenfation that it is pretended we obtain 
is merely pecuniary; which can no more 
repay a ftate for the lofs of its inhabitants, 
than it can a t man for the lofs ofihis limbs. 

II. 3. To the agriculture of this country 
the flave-trade has no immediate relation 

-—with 



[ *5 ] 

•—with its manufactures and commerce 
it is iutirnately connected. 

2.The advantages derived from the flave- 
trade to the manufactures of this coun¬ 
try, ariie either, from the confumption 
of .fuch goods as are bartered away on the 
coaft of Africa ; or of fuch as are feat out 
as neceffaries for the flaves in the Weft In¬ 
dian ‘Iflands. 

From an inquiry into the nature of the 
goods manufactured for the coaft-trade, 
&c* it will appear. 

That the bufinefs of providing goods 
for the African market is in the hands of a 
few manufacturers only. 

That a confiderable part of the goods are 
coarfe, or nearly imwrought; and there¬ 
fore cannot poflibly employ a great number 
of hands. 


i 


That 
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That a large proportion of thefe goods 
are difpofed of in the natural trade of the 
country, for ivory, gold, &c. 

The exportation of neceffaries to the 
Weft Indian Iflands, would certainly 
continue in whatever manner they were 
to be cultivated. 

The extent and fertility of Africa leaves 
no room to doubt, that an exchange of Eu¬ 
ropean commodities, and particularly of 
Englifh manufactures, for the productions 
of that country, under the encouragement 
and protection of the legiflature, would, in a 
fhort time, not only open a new fource of 
wealth to this nation, from the value and 
utility of the articles to be imported ; but 
would alfo occafion a far greater export of 
manufactures, and thofe of a finer and more 
profitable kind than can ever be difpofed of 
in the traffic of the human fpecies. 


The 
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. 3* The advantages derived from the 
flave-trade to thecommerce of this country, 
confift in the exportation to Africa of goods 
imported into England from other parts ; 
in the employment of our veffels and ma¬ 
riners, and in the importation of the pro¬ 
ductions of the Weft Indian Iflands. 

i. With refpeCt to the exportation of 
Eaft Indian and other foreign commodities 
tothe coaft of Africa, it is certain the de¬ 
mand for them in Africa will not diminifh 
in confequence of the abolition of thefiave- 
trade. The only difference will be, that 
inftead of repaying us with Haves, they 
will furnifh us in return with the natural 
productions of that unexplored country, 
which, as far as they are known, are of the 
moft valuable kind, and may be obtained 
on the moft reafonable terms. 

The prohibition of the flave-trade will 
neither diminifh the (hipping employed 
B in 
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in the Weft Indian trade, nor iti any 
degree prove injurious to the Britifh plan¬ 
tations ; for the flave-trade at this time is 
not rendered neceilary by any unavoidable 
and irremediable circumftances \ but owes, 
is exiftence and fupport to the ill-judged 
parfimony, folly, and' wickednefs of the 
glfirjter ; who, under; the certainty that he 
can, at pleafure, fupply himfelf with 
flakes from a frefh cargo, facrifices thofe on 
hand, through a principle of miflaken ava- 
rice; and inftead.of encouraging theip pro¬ 
pagation, holds it to be, on the whole, a 
matter of prudence t.oAvear out ^nd exhauft 
a flave. in five or fix years. The flave- 
trade is therefore not founded even in po¬ 
litical necefiky, but on an abufe \ which 

* The number of negroes that die exceeds the num¬ 
ber born in moll, if not iu all iflands, fo that an annual 
fupply from the coaft of Guinea fs neceflary to keep up 
thqir. quota.—Mr. Stoke’s View of the Conftitution 
ef the Britifh Colonies, p. 414. 


calls 
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calls aloud for redrefs : and the introduc¬ 
tion of humane reftri&ions, and reasona¬ 
ble laws into the Weft India Iflands, as it 
will, on the one hand, contribute to the 
happinefs and population of the negroes ; 
fo, on the other, it will immediately di- 
minifh, and, in afhort time, fo far deftroy 
the pretended neceffity of the flave-trade, 
as to make its total abolition a matter of 
indifference both to the flave-merchant 
and the planter. 

It is well known, that a (lave bred on 
the plantation is, when arrived at matu¬ 
rity, of double the value of an imported 
(lave ; and happy is it for the caufe of 
truth, that the poffibility of a plantation 
topping itfelf with flaves does not de¬ 
pend on conje&ure. Under a kind and 
judicious mafter this has already frequent¬ 
ly happened, and an inftance may be ad- 
13 2 duced 
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ducedof a planter who doubled the num¬ 
ber of his flaves in the fpace of 14 years, 
on the fame eftate, by propagation only 

III. The revenue of this country is great¬ 
ly augmented by the importation of vari¬ 
ous articles of merchandize from the Bri- 
tifh plantations : but as the total prohibi¬ 
tion of the (lave-trade, under proper cau¬ 
tions, will by no means diminifti the pro¬ 
ductions of thofeplantations; fo the revenue 
will remain unimpaired : befides which, 
it may probably acquire a very important 
addition, from the eftablifliment of an im- 

* Governor Moultrie, late of Eaft Florida, on 
one of whofe plantations in the Bahama I Hands, is now 
living a negro woman, from whom are derived forty 
defccndants. Thefe flaves were removed to the Baha¬ 
mas from Eaft Florida, on the ceflion of that province 
to the crown of Spain. 

Quere. Would not the apprehenfions of infurre&ion 
be much abated, if the plantations were cultivated by 
flaves born on the Ifland ? 


mediate 
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mediate trade between the coaft of Africa 
and this country; whofe returns will be 
very expeditious, and whofe commodities 
will in time bear the impofition of a con- 
fiderable duty : whereas the export of 
Haves from Africa, and the time employed 
by our (hipping in the middle paffage, is 
not attended with the leaft advantage to 
the revenue of Great Britain. 

II. 

The profpei ity of a nation alfo de¬ 
pends on the opulence of the individuals 
who compofe it. 

It will therefore be proper to confider, 
whether the balance of the African flave- 
trade has, upon the whole, been in favour 
of the general body of Britifh merchants ; 
and whether it be now carried on with 
the fame advantages it has formerly been. 

B 3 
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It would be abfurd to fuppofe, that a 
trade which has exifted upwards of two 
centuries fhould not, upon the whole, 
have been advantageous to the perfons 
concerned in it ;—for otherwife, it would 
long ago have been abandoned, there be¬ 
ing no inducement but that of profit, 
which could have given it a preference 
to any other kind of merchandize. But 
it may not follow from thence, that it 
is now a beneficial branch of traffic ; 
and the very circumftance of its having 
been formerly productive of gain, may 
perhaps be an inducement to the conti¬ 
nuance of it, even when it has ceafed to 
be xb. 

That there is Tome probability this is 
the cafe, may be inferred From the follow¬ 
ing circumfiances : 

ci t v or fifty years ago* the purchafe of a 
c on the eoaft of Africa did not, on an 
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average, 
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average, amount to half the fum now paid 
for fiich Have; the competition between dif¬ 
ferent adventurers having in this courfe of 
time raifedthe prke: whereas the value of a 
Have in the Weft lndies is, at the prefent 
time, very little more than it Was when 
fuch flave toft only half the fum he now 
eofts on the coaft of Africa. 

The long dates at which bills are ufu- 
ally drawn in the Weft Indies for pay¬ 
ment of (laves, is another heavy deduc¬ 
tion from the profits of the (lave-mer¬ 
chant, as well as a very important addi¬ 
tion'to his rifque. Thefe bills are fre¬ 
quently drawn at one, two, and even 
three years date; at the end of which time 
it is by no means unufual for them to be 

. j . ■ ; 

returned to the Weft Indies for want of 
payment. 


b 4 
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Ifto thefe circumftances we add the fre¬ 
quency of infurre&ions, the certainty of 
lots by jficknefs, and the large fums paid as 
premiums of infurance, we fhall have rea- 
lcn perhaps to conclude, that the flave- 
trade is not now fo produ&ive of private 
wealth, as its advocates would willingly 
induce us to believe. 

It may alfo be proper to remark, that 
from the moft authentic information the 
author has been enabled to obtain from 
many refpe&able inhabitants of the town 
of Liverpool (to which town his inquiry 
was more particularly dire&ed, as it has, 
for fome time part, fent out more veffels 
in the {lave-trade than all the reft of the 
kingdom), it appears, that out of thirty 
mercantile houfes, or companies, which 
have carried on nearly the whole of 

this 
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this trade fince the year 1773, not lcfs 
than twelve have a&ually become bank- 
rupts : of the remainder many are fup- 
pofed to have fuftained confiderable Ioffes, 
whilft the number of thofe who are known 
to have enriched themfelves by it is re- 
ftrided to a narrow compafs. In this efti- 
mate we muft, however, except the mat¬ 
ters of veffels in the flave-trade, whofe 
profits chiefly arife from a commiflion on 
the purchafe, and another on the fale of 
their cargo, and to whom the flave-tradc 
has therefore been uniformly advantage¬ 
ous. 

Infiances have, of late years, occurred 
of Britifh merchants entering into con¬ 
trail with other countries, to fupply their 
plantations with fiaves; and many voyages 
have been made in Englifh veffels, and 
with Englilh feamen, for that purpofe—a 

circumftance 
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circumftance of which it is difficult to fay, 
whether it is more difgraceful to the na¬ 
tional character, more injurious to the 
ftate, or more ruinous to the individuals 
who have attempted it. That the Britifti 
nation Ihould be branded in future times 
as procurers of {laves for all Europe, 
is a matter of real concern to every 
perfon who feels himfolf interefted in 
the honour of his country—That the 
lives of a confiderable number of Britifli 
feamen ftiouki be annually facrificed, in 
order to fave thofe of fuch neigh¬ 
bouring ftates, as we have been long ac- 
cuftomed to call our natural enemies, and 
to enable them to cultivate their Ameri¬ 
can fettiements, is an abufe which ought 
not to have been fo long tolerated by the 
government of this country. With re- 
Iped to the private advantages which have 
been reaped from thefe foreign engage¬ 
ments, 
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ments, the recent fate of an eminent 
adventurer, who is generally allowed to 
be pofleffed of extraordinary mercantile 
talents ; and the complaints of thofe in- 
duftrious tradefmen who now, for the third 
time, lament the uncertain nature of the 
Have-trade, will be the moft ftriking com¬ 
ment. 


CONCLUSION. 

From the foregoing remarks, it is then 
evident that the Have-trade is not only a 
continual offence againft the laws of God, 
involving the daily commiffion of fuch 
crimes as cannot fail to awaken his juft 
difpleafure, and to excite the detcftatkm 
and abhorrence of all good men ; but that 
it is alfo detrimental to the ftate in depriv¬ 
ing it annually of a very confiderable num¬ 
ber of its moft valuable fubjedts ; that it 
is unneceffary to the fupport of the manu¬ 
factures, 
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fa&ures, commerce, and revenue of this 
country, or to the proper cultivation of 
our American Iflands ; and finally, that 
it is at prefent by no means fo produ£tive 
of wealth to the individuals concerned in 
it, as has been ufually imagined. 


HINTS 
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HINTS TOWARDS A BILL 

For abolishing the Trade for Slaves 
to the CoArr of Africa, 


Preliminary Remarks . 

IT has been already demonftrated, that 
the flave-trade is not founded on neceffity, 
but on an abufe ; and that the annual de¬ 
mand for (laves is principally occafioned 
by the improvident deftruction of them, 
and the obftacles to propagation in th« 
Weft Indian Iflands. 

i. The firft regulations, therefore, 
ought to have regard to the prefent condi¬ 
tion of (laves in the Weft Indies ; to im¬ 
prove their perfonal rights, fo far as may 
be done without too great a relaxation of 
difcipline; and to enable them to marry 

and 
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and propagate, by granting extraordinary 
privileges to fuch as bring* up a certain 
number of legitimate children *. 

2. But notwithstanding thefe regula¬ 
tions are no lefs diftated by prudence, 
than byjuftice, it is much to be feared that 
an aft merely declaratory will beinfufficient 
tf) bring about lb defirabte a reform * and 
ij> will, therefore* be neceffary to inforce* 
thp.obfervance of thefe regulations, by as 
gradual reftriftioii of the flave-trade# Thi& 

* <{ The fundamental propofition upon the fubje& of 
population, which, muft guide every meafure to im- 
' prove it, and from which every conduiion concerning 
it may be deduced, is this: Wherever the commerce 
between the fexes is regulated by marriage, and a pro- 
vifion for that mode of fubfiHence, to which fuch clafs 
of the community is accuftomed, can be procured with 
cafe and certainty, there the numbers of the people will 
increafe 5 and the rapidity, as well as the extent of the 
increafe, will be proportioned to the degree in which 
thefe caufes exift.” 

Haley’s Principles of Moral and Political 
Philofopby* 592. 


reft rift ion 
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reftri&ion may be effected in two ways— 
firft by limiting the number to be im¬ 
ported-—fecondly, by charging fuch a 
duty upon (laves imported into tie fet- 
tlements as will make it more advifable 
for the planter to breed young (laves on 
his eftate than purchafe freih ones. Of 
thefe meafures the latter, for many rea- 
fons, feems to be the mod advifable. 

3. The employment of our (hipping and 
mercantile capitals, and the improvement 
of the public revenue, is to be effe&ed by 
a more extenfive trade to Africa, for the 
commodities of that country, than has 
hitherto been carried on. 

4. To which may be added, that the 
praftice of fupplying foreign nations 
with (laves, at the expence of the lives 
of Brltifh feamen, and the temporary 
lofs of the (hipping of this country, ought 
to be prohibited in the mod effectual 


manner. 


HINTS, 



r 32 ] 


HINT S, &c. 

Perfonal Rights . 

TO eftablifh in every Colony, a Court 
of Judicature, which (hall be both of a 
criminal and civil nature, to be compofed 
of three judges, appointed by the crown, 
none of whom fhall be either merchants 
or planters. 

The Court, on complaint, to decide on 
the corporal punifhments of the Slaves, 
and on the fines and penalties of the 
planters, and other free men, without the 
intervention of a jury ; but not to con¬ 
demn any perfon to death, or imprifon a 
free man, without a jury, according to the 
formalities of the Englifh law ; and no 
perfon to be capitally executed, without 
the warrant of the Governor for the time 
being. 


Wilful 
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Wilful murder of a flave, by a free 

man, to be punished with death. 

% 

The teftimony of flaves to be evidence 
in capital crimes, and the jury to judge 
©f its credibility. 

Maiming, linking* whipping, or other* 
wife abufing a (lave, without the deter¬ 
mination of the Court, punishable by line 
and imprifontwenh 

The murder of a fret man by a Have, to 
be puniffied with death, by hanging: all 
torture, and lingering and painful modes 
of putting criminals to death, to be abo- 
lifhed. 

Theft itt a Have to be punUhed by 
Whipping, at the diferetion of the Court. 


C 


Hours 
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Hours of labour to be fixed according 
to the circumftances of different colonies, 
and the neceflities of particular feafons. 

Every planter to provide his Haves with 
a reafonable allowance of provifion, and 
clothing; to be regulated by the Court 
as often as occafion requires. 

Saturday afternoon, and Sunday, to be 
entirely at the Haves difpofaL 

Divine fervice to be performed for fuch 
of the Haves as are willing to attend, at 
leaft once every Lord’s day. 

Encouragement of Propagation. 

Every man and woman Have, when 
married, to have a ftipulated portion of 

land 


7 
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land affigned to their foie ufe, under the 
fandlion of the Court. 

A Have being the father of a child ca¬ 
pable of working, or performing a talk, to 
have half another day in the week allowed ; 
and an additional half day to be allowed 
for every child fo capable of working. 

No woman Have to be compelled to 
work for a reafonable time before and af¬ 
ter delivery. 

Every mother to be allowed one hour 
from labour each day, in relpedfc of every 
child; and when fuch children are capa¬ 
ble of working, to have the fame exemp¬ 
tion from weekly labour as the father. 

The father and mother of feven chil¬ 
dren, or upwards, capable of work, to be 
C 2 totally 
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totally exempt from labour, and to be at* 
lowed a rateable quota of provifiona and 
neceflaries with the other flaves. 

Every Have to be allowed to work or 
hire out hlmfelfou the days of exemption, 
and to acquire and retain property inde¬ 
pendent of his mafter ; and alfo to have 
the privilege of purchafing his freedom 
gradually, paying one-fixth of his original 
coft for one day in each week ; or the 
whole coft for his full emancipation* 

Sick and aged. 

Proper hofpitajs to be eftabliflied in 
every colony, for Tick and aged flaves ; to 
be fupported by a rateable tax on the plan* 
ters, and by voluntary contributions, 

Rtjiricling Duties on Importation. 

From the ift of January, 1789, to im- 
pofe a duty of five pounds upon every 

Have 



i $ 7 I 

(lave imported into any of the Britilh fet- 
tlements. 

From the ift of January, 1794* to raife 
the duty to 101. and from the ift of 
January, 1800, entirely to prohibit the 
importation. 

Bounties on Trade to Africa* 

Bounties for a limited time to be al¬ 
lowed, according to the tonnage, to vcflels 
trading to Africa for wood, gums, ivory* 
and other merchandize; to be paid out 
of the duties arifing from the importation 
of flaves in the Weft Indies. 

Number of Slaves to be proportioned to the Vef- 
fel % and prohibition tf [upplying Foreigners . 

No Britifli veffel to be allowed to clear 
out on a (laving voyage, to the coaft of 
Atrica, unlefs fecurity by bond, in a 

fufficient 
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fufficlent penalty, be given before her de¬ 
parture, that (he (hall not take on board 
more than a certain number of (laves, to 
be proportioned to the burthen of the vef- 
fel; and that (he (hall deliver the fame 
in fome or one of the Briti(h plantations. 
Certificates of fuch delivery to be produced 
before the bond be cancelled. 

The (laves in each colony to be regifter- 
ed, and not to be fold out of the colony 
without a bond being given for delivery 
of the (lave in fome other Britifli fettle- 
ment : fuch bond not to be annulled un¬ 
til a certificate of delivery be returned. 


i 

Since writing the above, the Author has 
been informed, that many excellent regu¬ 
lations refpeding the treatment of negro 
(laves, will be found in an ad of the Af- 

fembly 
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fembly of Eaft Florida, whilft a province 
of Great Britain, which received the Royal 
approbation. There is no doubt but Gene¬ 
ral Tonyn, late Governor, or Mr. Yates, 
late Secretary of that Province, would, if 
properly called on, give fatisfadlory infor¬ 
mation on this head. 


finis. 



